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ViewerPoints:  From and For Viewers Like YOU 
Vicar of Dibley: 10th Year Anniversary Specials
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They’re baaaaack…and daft as ever.

The antics and adventure of the profoundly misguided citizens of Dibley continue, ten years after the series premiere in this dual installment of Vicar of Dibley” 10th Anniversary Specials.  They still have it…and still give it in this re-visit to the cast of characters in the hamlet of Dibley.  The two hour-long episodes, appropriately titled Christmas and New Year’s take some interesting twists, but are still closely tied to the wackiness of the characters involved.  Geraldine in a lesbian tryst with supermodel Rachel Hunter?  That could only be of Alice’s making.  Hugo offering to sire a baby before Geraldine gets too old?  Yep.  Speed dating as a birthday gift, with half the town showing up as potentials for Geraldine?  You get the picture.

A synopsis of the installments:  Even though the last full series was 4 years earlier, the cast hasn't lost their fantastic rapport--particularly the delightful chemistry between feisty Vicar Geraldine Granger (Dawn French, French & Saunders) and her sweet-tempered but dimwitted verger, Alice (Emma Chambers, Notting Hill); these two bounce off of each other like a classic comedy duo. The first episode is Christmas-themed and features a contest to write a new Christmas carol and an implausible (yet very funny) visit from supermodel Rachel Hunter, which leads everyone to believe that Gerry is gay. The other is supposedly a New Year's episode, but it's really about Gerry's impending birthday, speed-dating, and writing a letter to the Prime Minister about world poverty (culminating in a serious and surprisingly moving plea aimed at the 2005 G8 Summit meeting). As ever, French is the barely-calm center of wildly spinning carousel of village eccentrics. 

Throughout the two episodes there are a number of funny story lines that show why this series earned its solid position as a mainstay of the British comedy lineup.  One of the funniest moments occurs when village friends want to do something special for Geraldine’s 10th anniversary in Dibley.  All are familiar with her carnal desires for anything chocolate.  She rejects an offer of a baby Jesus made of chocolate, pointing out the poor appearances created with a vicar noshing on the son of God.  Undeterred, Jim and Owen devise an alternate plan.

(Continued next page)

Geraldine shows up at the Horton home for her anniversary celebration and is presented with a huge, flowing fountain of chocolate.  First a small taste, then a glassful, then – sod all protocol – she dives in head first in a near orgasmic fit of pleasure, covered from the waste up with layers of chocolate.  She emerges to looks of shock and horror of her friends – notably Horton the Senior who has arranged a visit from an old school chum – The Archbishop of Canterbury!  She makes quite the impression and, in an instant, her desire to move up in the church flashes before her eyes.

Cut to Geraldine back in the vicarage, drowning her sorrows with SEVERAL bottles of wine, in an attempt to mask her devastation at appearing as a life-sized Mars bar in front of the Archbishop.  Could it get any worse?  Of course it can; this is Dibley.

As she lumbers into her living room, enter Alice to inform her that the Christmas mass begins in five minutes!  Must have slipped her mind at about bottle three.  Always a help, Alice engages in a rural version of water boarding as she dunks the vicar’s head in a bucket of water to help her get her snap.

At the church, a swift slap to the face does little to compensate for the substantial amount of vintage the vicar has consumed.  Hence begins an entertaining, if massively disjointed, Christmas service Dibley will not soon forget.

In the end, as if some sort of poetic justice, David Horton and crew overlook her transgression and give thanks for their vicar’s commitment to the community.  The poetic part comes as Alice returns with a gift from the Horton family.  To David Horton’s horror, she presents the vicar with a prized painting from their home worth a couple of hundred thousand quid.  David swallows hard as she jokes about selling it buy a fast sports car.
My recommendation: definitely worth acquiring and quite entertaining.

♦♦♦♦♦
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We have members clamoring for another issue. We’re anxiously awaiting another. Our Britcom fans are quite vocal, and almost rabid in their adoration of “their” Britcom programs. 
Angela, in Maryland

Enjoying The Insider, please keep them coming!

Adam, in Dallas

Want you and BBC to know how thrilled many of us are that another installment of  ATGB is coming up.  Can't wait! 
Sue, in Wisconsin

(((((

ViewerPoints

Customs & Traditions

Totally Tea & Trivia

If you didn’t know, January is National Hot Tea Month here in the US, so grab yourself a “cuppa” and we will share some fun facts and tidbits on the hallowed British brew.

· Does a cup of hot tea really make you feel better when you’re under the weather?  It may not just be psychological.  A report in the Journal of Agriculture and Food Chemistry found that chamomile tea increases levels of glycine and hippurate in the body, which helps reduce muscle spasms and inflammation.  If you’re allergic to ragweed though, avoid chamomile.

· There are two schools of thought when it comes to adding milk to your tea.  Some pour milk in first (to help prevent cracking you fine china when the hot tea hits it), while others prefer to pour the tea in first and add milk sparingly to taste.  Make sure it is milk, not cream, as cream is too heavy and can mask the true tea flavors.

· The teabag was invented by accident.  Thomas Sullivan was a tea merchant in New York City who decided one day in 1904 to send out samples of his stock sewn into small muslin fabric squares, rather than the usual large tins.  His customers had never seen such a package before, so they simply dropped the bags into their cups and poured hot water over them.  He patented his invention in 1908.

· A study done in the Netherlands revealed that drinking black tea can reduce your LDL, or bad cholesterol level.  Another done at Boston University’s School of Medicine found black tea improved the blood vessel function, which could reduce the odds of a stroke.

· The British ritual of tea at four in the afternoon is not called “high tea,” even though some American establishments refer to it by this lofty name.  It’s really just known as “afternoon tea,” served with lump sugar and a tiered tray of finger sandwiches and light pastries.  “High tea” is served in the evening, and is basically is just tea drunk along with dinner or supper.  “Cream tea” is a quick cuppa grabbed during the day and usually accompanied by a scone slathered in Devonshire cream.

· Tea purists insist that the best cup of tea comes from loose leaves, not a teabag.  To brew the best pot of tea, fill a kettle with cold tap water.  Bring the water to a rolling boil.  Add one teaspoon of tea per cup desired to your teapot.  Pour the boiling water over the leaves and let it steep for three to five minutes.  Use a tea strainer when pouring to keep the leaves out of your cup.  TIP:  Notice how Hyacinth Bucket (Keeping Up Appearances) always puts a bit of hot water in her teapot, swishes and pours it our before adding the tea?  This warms the pot so the tea will stay hot longer, versus pouring into a cold piece of porcelain.

· According to the Tea Council, the United States is quite unique when it comes to tea consumption.  Of the 50 billion cups of tea consumed annually, 80 percent are served over ice.  And for hot tea, Americans prefer convenience over perfection – 60 percent of tea consumed comes from tea bags, while only one percent is prepared from loose tea.  The rest is divided among instant powder and prepared teas served at specialty shops.

· The only US state that’s home to a major tea plantation, where tea is grown commercially, is South Carolina.  Their American Classic Brand has been the official White House tea since 1987.

(Continued on page 15)

Special Feature 
Meet select cast members of…
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Fawlty Towers

Spitting poison like a “Benzedrine puff adder?” Always a warm welcome from Basil Fawlty to the guests he oft-times refers to as rubbish at the quaint and wacky Fawlty Towers Hotel.  Long a mainstay in British comedy line-ups, in twelve near-perfect episodes, this cast of characters forever made an indelible impression in the category.

John Cleese as Basil Fawlty
Born: October 27, 1939
Father: Reginald Francis Cheese 
Mother: Muriel Cross 
Siblings: None 
Spouse: Connie Booth (m. 1968, div. 1978); Barbara Trentham (m. 1981, div. 1990); Alyce Faye Eichelberger (m. 1992)
Children: Cynthia Caylor (b. Feb. 1971) and Camilla (b. 1984) 
Education: St. Peter's Preparatory School; Clifton College; Downing College, Cambridge

John Marwood Cleese was born in Weston-Super-Mare on 27 October 1939 (his father had changed their surname to Cleese from Cheese before signing up for the army in World War 1). By all accounts, Cleese’s childhood wasn’t a perfect one. Being 6 foot tall at the age of twelve made him an easy target for bullies, and Cleese recalls that he started using humor as a way of avoiding fights.

Cleese’s father, despite a modest income as an insurance salesman, sent John to private school, first at St. Peter’s Prep School, then later to Clifton college, where Cleese was academically successful, gaining A-levels in math, physics and chemistry, as well as being on both the football team and the cricket first XI. Like almost all of the other Pythons, Cleese discovered the humor of The Goons, and it may have been this that led him to his interest in writing sketches – indeed this interest was shown when he performed a Flanders and Swann routine in a school revue. At the same time, Cleese was acquiring another label, with a history report reporting him as engaging in "Subversive behavior at the back of the class".
In 1958, Cleese was offered a place at Downing College, Cambridge to read law (his first choice was Pembroke, and Eric Idle would recall later that he spent so much time in and around Pembroke that most of the masters thought that he was a student there). Then National Service ended and universities were flooded by students who had postponed their degree courses. This meant that Cleese could not take up his position for another two years. In the mean time Cleese returned to his old prep school as a teacher.

When Cleese finally made it to Cambridge he immediately tried to join the Footlights, and was rebuffed. Cleese teamed up with fellow student Alan Hutchison, with whom he wrote material to the 1961 revue show I Thought I Saw It Move (headlined by David Frost). On the strength of this, both Cleese and Hutchison were admitted. It was at this audition that Cleese met Graham Chapman, and the two immediately formed (as it turned out) a very successful writing partnership. The first thing the two performed in was the revue show Double Take (after this Chapman went to St. Bart’s in London to continue his medical training). Cleese carried on writing and performing, and was instrumental in the phenomenally successful A Clump of Plinths ( later taken to the West End, and on tour as Cambridge Circus).


After graduating (gaining a 2:1), Cleese accepted a job at the BBC, writing for a number of pilots, as well as established shows such as the Dick Emery Show. In 1964, he rejoined Cambridge Circus, on its tour, first in New Zealand, then on Broadway. When the tour ended, Cleese stayed in New York, appearing in the play Half a Sixpence, then moving on to some serious journalism for Newsweek, playing in the American Establishment Review, and appearing in a humorous photo story for the magazine Help! (for which he was recruited by a Mr. T. Gilliam).

Returning to England, Cleese was recruited into the writing team on The Frost Report (along with 4 of the 5 other Pythons), and immediately joined up with his old Footlights writing partner Graham Chapman. Cleese also appeared in a number of sketches, including the famous “upper-middle-lower class sketch” alongside Ronnie Barker and Ronnie Corbett. At the same time, Cleese was writing for the radio show I’m Sorry I’ll Read That Again. From there he moved on to At Last the 1948 Show, Doctor in the House and Marty Feldman’s Marty. Then Barry Took assembled the Python team for their own series. Although it was an open secret that it was a vehicle for Cleese, it became obvious very quickly that the Flying Circus was an ensemble show. By 1973, Cleese had become disenchanted with Monty Python and left. The rest of Pythons carried on with their fourth and last series, but it was clear that without one, the whole suffered.

	After Monty Python and the Holy Grail, Cleese’s next project secured his place in the hall of comedy greats, when in 1975, 

the first episode of Cleese’s (and wife Connie Booth’s) sitcom Fawlty Towers was broadcast. Although only 12 were ever 

made, inspired scenes such as the unforgettable “Don’t mention the war” scene, from the episode “The Germans,” means that 

Fawlty Towers remains as hilarious today as it did was first seen. However, Fawlty Towers also proved to be something of a 

problem for Cleese, as he spent many years trying to live down the Basil Fawlty’s character.
	

	
	Cleese then went on to work on a wide range of projects, such as the western Silverado (for which he had to take riding lessons), Privates on Parade and Clockwise, along with Terry Gilliam's Time Bandits (playing a foppish Robin Hood) and 

Yellowbeard (starring Graham Chapman) before finally managing to shake off his Basil Fawlty image with the 1988 hit film 

A Fish Called Wanda. He has since gone on to other things, from the Muppet Show and Doctor Who, to a talking gorilla 

in George of the Jungle, Splitting Heirs (with Eric Idle), and Kenneth Brannagh’s Frankenstein, even taking part in a 

party political broadcast for the Liberal Democrat party. The follow up film to A Fish Called Wanda - named Fierce Creatures, came in 1997, although it did not do so well at the box office. Cleese has also written two very successful self-help books - Families and How to Survive Them, and its follow-up Life and How to Survive It.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


More recently, Cleese can be seen  as Nearly Headless Nick in the Harry Potter movies. And of course Cleese also appears in a white coat in the James Bond film Die another Day, a role he started in The World Is Not Enough where he took over the mantle of Q from legendary Bond actor Desmond Llewellyn. Cleese can also be heard lending his voice to King Harold in Shrek 2 and 3, a pigeon in Disney's Valiant, and Samuel in Charlottes Webb as well as God in the Python musical Spamalot.
Prunella Scales as Sybil Fawlty

Prunella Scales CBE (born June 22, 1932) is an English actor best known for her role as Sybil Fawlty in the British sitcom Fawlty Towers. Scales was born Prunella Margaret Rumney Illingworth in Sutton Abinger, Surrey. She has had a long and distinguished career as an actress, mostly in comic roles. Her early film roles included Pride and Prejudice and Hobson's Choice.

Her first big break came with the early 1960s sitcom, Marriage Lines, in which she starred opposite Richard Briers. She has had major roles in BBC Radio 4 sitcoms, most notably After Henry, Smelling of Roses and Ladies of Letters. More recently she has been seen in the UK in a series of Tesco supermarket commercials as a domineering mother, Dottie Turnbull, with Jane Horrocks as her long-suffering daughter. She very nearly got the role of "Eth" in The Glums, part of Take It From Here, written by Frank Muir and Dennis Norden, but was narrowly beaten by June Whitfield.

She is married to the British actor Timothy West and has two sons. Their eldest is the actor and director Samuel West. In 2003, she appeared as Hilda, alias "she who must be obeyed", wife of Horace Rumpole in a series of four BBC Radio 4 plays, with her husband playing her fictional husband. They are both ambassadors for SOS Children's Charity.

Scales is a supporter of the Labor Party, and appeared on a Labor party political broadcast during the 2005 UK general election campaign.

Her authorized biography, "Prunella" written by Teresa Ransom, was published by John Murray in 2005.

Connie Booth as Polly

Connie Booth (born 1944 in Indianapolis, Indiana, USA) is an American writer and actress best known for her appearances on British television, especially her work with her ex-husband, John Cleese.  She made her first appearance on British television in 1968. She appeared regularly in the British television series Monty Python's Flying Circus. She also appeared in Monty Python and the Holy Grail as the woman accused of being a witch. She co-wrote and co-starred (as the maid, Polly) in the series Fawlty Towers with her then husband, John Cleese.  Booth and Cleese were married from February 15, 1968 to 1978 when their marriage ended in divorce. They had one child, Cynthia Cleese (born 1971), from their decade-long marriage.

Connie Booth subsequently appeared in dramatic roles on British television and her ability to switch back to her American accent proved useful in several roles, including Mrs. Errol in a BBC adaptation of Little Lord Fauntleroy and Miss March in a dramatization of Edith Wharton's The Buccaneers.  She ended her acting career and now practices as a psychotherapist in London.

Andrews Sachs as Manuel

Sachs was born in Berlin, Germany. The family moved to England when Andrew was eight years old to escape the Nazi persecution of Jews. Sachs is best known for his role as Manuel, the Spanish waiter in the sitcom Fawlty Towers, and is now frequently heard as a narrator of television and radio documentaries. He is married to Melody Lang, who appeared in one episode of Fawlty Towers, 'Basil the Rat', as Mrs. Taylor. From 1984 to 1986, Sachs starred as Father Brown in a BBC Radio series based on the stories of G.K. Chesterton.

Sachs performed all the voices in the English-language version of Jan Švankmajer's 1994 film Faust.  Andrew also appeared on many children's TV Shows such as William's Wish Wellingtons, Starhill Ponies and Alf Tales. As well as this work, Andrew has also narrated many television documentaries including ITV's "...From Hell" series. He appeared as Skagra in the web cast/audio version of the Doctor Who story Shada that was completed by Big Finish Productions in 2003. In 2002 and again in 2004 he played Dr. John Watson in two series of original Sherlock Holmes stories for BBC Radio 4, which starred Clive Merrison as the famous consulting detective.

Permanent Residents – The Major, Ms. Tibbs & Ms. Gatsby
Ballard Berkeley as The Major:  Best known for playing character roles. His long, lean looks, and rigid posture made him ideal for parodying stiff-upper-lipped Englishmen. He began his career as a leading man, and went on to appear frequently on stage, screen, and television.  He passed away in 1988.

Gilly Flower as Mrs. Tibbs:  Retired in 1991 after several guest appearances in TV sitcoms and films.  Her most notable performance is that of Ms. Abitha Tibbs, a permanent resident of Fawlty Towers.

Renee Roberts as Mrs. Gatsby:  Was born in 1907 and best known for her portrayal of Ursula Gatsby in Fawlty Towers.  Also made a guest appearance in Only Fools and Horses episode entitled “Homesick.”
(((((
Series Profile:  A Look at Fawlty Towers
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 “You wouldn’t understand dear, it’s called style.”
The quote above is a typically acidic response to his wife’s constant corrections from Basil Fawlty (played by the venerable John Cleese) who was never short of verbal barbs for his wife Sybil (Prunella Scales) in the short lived, yet amazingly successful series Fawlty Towers.  A lamentably short run of only twelve installments introduced us to some of the best British comedy ever…and indelible characters still well-known today.  BBC Comedy pages set the profile…

These 12 achingly funny visits to a Torquay hotel represent British situation comedy at its finest. On most people's top ten lists, it is a hot contender for the Best Sitcom Ever and would be an automatic choice for this honor had it managed to extend its outstandingly high level of quality for, say, another couple of series - consistency over a long run being perhaps the true measure of sitcom greatness. But John Cleese has never been one to outstay his welcome and he terminated Fawlty Towers precisely because he believed that he and his co-writer Connie Booth had extracted the best from the idea and further episodes would have resulted in ever-diminishing returns.
Fawlty Towers made its first appearance on BBC2 on 19 September 1975. It had a simple but clever premise. Basil Fawlty, a frustrated, angry, short-tempered, super-snobbish misanthrope, is the very antithesis of the sort of person who should run a hotel, where a calm demeanor, winning smile, patience and a desire to make guests feel at home are the required attributes. But run a hotel Basil does, the quaint Fawlty Towers, or, rather, he runs it jointly with his formidable wife Sybil, a woman who has the ability to exude the required superficialities but is monstrously vitriolic towards her husband. Despite his anger and tendency to verbal violence, Basil is definitely under Sybil's thumb: she rules the roost, and rarely on TV have viewers witnessed such seething hatred, with no undercurrent of love, between a married couple. To help run the hotel the Fawltys employ Polly, a sensible, down-to-earth maid/waitress who is often embroiled in Basil's schemes and their inevitably disastrous consequences, being forced to lie on his behalf or extricate him from trouble (for which he rarely thanks her since she is merely an underling, the hired help). The Fawltys also employ a Spanish waiter/porter and general dogsbody, Manuel. A keen worker, Manuel is eager to please but possesses a poor command of the English language. In the position of the dog to be kicked following run-ins with his wife, Basil vents most of his frustrations on Manuel, screaming at the hapless soul, browbeating him and often physically assaulting him.

The varying hotel guests in each episode were, sometimes no more than nominally, plot catalysts.  For it was the interplay among the four central characters that was the show's engine. The episodes were paced like a stage farce, accelerating as the stew thickened, with Cleese playing Basil like a demented stick insect, employing an exaggerated style of physical comedy that viewers had only occasionally seen in Monty Python. 

(Continued next page)

Facially, Cleese can form the most intense expressions of anger or grief, but while witnessing Basil go through these routines was funny enough, Cleese realized that having other people catch Basil in the act was even funnier. Whatever absurd position or dilemma Basil found himself in, he exacerbated by lying with the most ridiculous explanations. Prunella Scales, meanwhile, who had shed her Marriage Lines style vulnerability, portrayed Sybil as a hideous cross between a coiffeured sycophant and the Medusa. Even her voice was an instrument of terror, as she, so small in stature compared to his lumbering height, barked at Basil and made him literally shake with fear. 

His suffering at her hands would have been unbearable had he not so richly deserved it for his crass stupidity and snobbishness. Worse suffering was experienced by Manuel, whom Andrew Sachs portrayed as a frightened rabbit, often flinching in Basil's presence, expecting and usually receiving punishment for errors he was usually unaware he had committed. Manuel wasn't quite as stupid as Basil thought him, but the character was thought likely to offend Spaniards, so when the show aired in Spain he was made out to be Italian. Connie Booth rightly played Polly as the normal one of the bunch (Marilyn to the Fawlty Munsters, if you like), an innocent abroad trying to get by but being endlessly drawn in to Fawlty's farcical situations.

Cleese and Booth later admitted that they wrote the first series for their own pleasure as much as in the hope for a hit, but, despite being screened on the BBC's second channel, reward came quickly in the shape of healthy viewing figures and rhapsodic reviews. After these first six episodes, the writers figured they had extracted all they could from the characters, but the BBC and the public were desperate for more. After much deliberation, the pair - whose marriage, by this time, was in steep decline - decided that if they could come up with six more scripts that satisfied their critical requirements, they would continue. Sure enough, four years after the first series, a second set of six episodes was transmitted (the last of which was set adrift from the others in the BBC schedule by an industrial dispute). Once again, the standards were fantastically high, and although, initially, critics considered that the second series failed to capture the greatness of the sublime first run, the passing of time has allowed a reassessment which now places all dozen episodes on a plain.

Fawlty Towers scored on every level, being blessed with great performances, sensationally good lines, marvelous characters and, above all, beautifully crafted plots. Cleese and Booth labored hard over the word-heavy scripts, rewriting many times to get them just so, and because they also starred in the show they were able to deliver the lines perfectly in tune with their intentions. Above all else, the time and dedication they invested in the writing is what made Fawlty Towers so good. Rare for a British sitcom, it was a success in its original format in the US, and it elevated the already hallowed Cleese to even greater comic status.

An important part of the series’ charm barely survived a couple of years ago.  The Torquay hotel that inspired the classic BBC sitcom Fawlty Towers has been saved from demolition. Torquay Council decided it would be against its tourism policy to replace the Gleneagles Hotel in Asheldon Road with a block of 25 flats. 

John Cleese stayed at the hotel in 1971 and was fascinated with the eccentric behavior of owner Donald Sinclair.  Cleese later described Mr Sinclair - who died in 1981 - as "the most wonderfully rude man I have ever met."   The Monty Python team stayed in the hotel while they were filming in Torquay. Mr Sinclair is said to have removed Eric Idle's briefcase (or squash kit, depending on who tells the story) from the hotel and placed it behind a garden wall thinking it was a bomb.

He is also said to have chided Terry Gilliam for not straightening his cutlery on the plate after he had eaten.
However, Mr Sinclair's widow, Beatrice, has said her husband was totally misrepresented in the comedy.

In August 2005, developers described the building as "unattractive with little architectural merit" and offered to turn it into flats. The developers, Midas Homes, contacted the hotel's owner, Ray Marks, about buying the property and converting it into apartments.

Mr. Marks said all the publicity was good for business: "All it does is add value to my hotel. The more times it features in the news, the more people who came and stay here," he said.  An employee at the hotel told the BBC that the 25 staff were "delighted" the hotel was not being torn down, and said the hotel - which has been put up for sale - "will be open for business as normal."

Gleneagles Web Site:  www.hotel-gleneagles.com
(((((
Sources:  BBC and the BBC’s Comedy Page

New DVD/Video Releases 
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‘Allo ‘Allo – The Fourth Series

Released on DVD: January 24, 2006

Poor René. It is becoming harder and harder to live up to his reputation as ‘the bravest man in all France.’ He was last seen in a prisoner of war camp, trapped with his wife and both mistresses, not to mention the two idiotic downed British airmen (who were tunneling into the camp from Monsieur Alphonse’s mortuary), Michelle, the hardest taskmaster of the Resistance, and Col. Von Strohm and Cap. Hans Geering (who were pursuing everyone else when the tunnel collapsed). What’s worse, Café René and its gin supply are in the unreliable hands of his mother-in-law. More hare-brained schemes, more cross-dressers, more sausages, more fractured accents, more double entendres – they’re all part of the rich texture of this hugely popular sitcom from the BBC!


Includes the episodes:


Prisoners of War
Camp Dance
Good Staff Are Hard to Find
The Flying Nun
The Sausages in the Trousers
The Jet-Propelled Mother-in-Law 

Upcoming Releases

John Cleese's Personal Best 

Release Date: January 31, 2006 

As if it weren’t enough that John Cleese has made millions of Monty Python fans laugh themselves into a state of near incontinence for more than 40 years, he has now compiled 18 of his favorite scenes, skits and supremely silly bits into his personal collection of the best of the best from Monty Python’s Flying Circus. Prepare to lose all decorum in the face of Self Defense Against Fresh Fruit, Exploding Version of The Blue Danube, Fish-Slapping Dance and Upperclass Twit of the Year. And as if that weren’t enough, Cleese has created original and completely ridiculous extras exclusively for this DVD. 


Benny Hill: The Hill's Angels Years: Set 4 

Release Date: January 31, 2006 

Bawdy Benny is back for more! Captured at his adventurous peak from 1978-1981, Benny Hill is ready to send you into fits of laughter. Producer Dennis Kirkland inspired a new level of lunacy with a raucous and rowdy influence evidenced in Benny’s “Funniest Man on Television” Award, as well as the introduction of the beautiful and buxom Hill’s Angels! Never broadcast in the US in their original, full-length form, these vintage Thames comedy gems are yours to enjoy at last in their entirety in this DVD collection. 

	

	
	


You can find or pre-order these new releases and/or collectibles at www.bbcamerica.com.

(((((
Special Feature

Reader Poll: “Where Are They Now?”

Which favorite actor would YOU like to hear about?

Whatever happened to Mollie Sugden?

Mollie Sugden (born July 21, 1922 in Keighley, Yorkshire) is an English comedy actress who found fame as saleswoman Betty Slocombe in the popular British sitcom Are You Being Served? (1972 - 1985).

She was married to the actor William Moore from 29 March 1958 until his death in April 2000. They had two children and five grandchildren. 

Sugden has for many years lived on the Isle of Man.  Sugden's work on Are You Being Served? was recently profiled in Celebrating Mollie Sugden: An Are You Being Served? Tribute, a public television documentary that aired in the United States.




A regular in the 1960s sitcom, Hugh and I, she also portrayed stout Northern women in Coronation Street (recurring as Nellie Harvey from 1969 to 1976 and mentioned in dialogue for years after that) and The Liver Birds (as Thelma Hutchinson from 1971 to 1979). After her success in Are You Being Served?, a Britcom about the life of employees who worked in a department store, she was given her own vehicle, Come Back, Mrs. Noah, but it was unsuccessful and ended after one series.

Her trademark in Are You Being Served? was her bright, fluorescent-colored hairdo, which was a different color in every episode. (In the early episodes of the show, there was no budget for wigs, so Sugden dyed her hair a different color each week.) In a long running series of comments in the show she was always referring to problems with her 'pussy' - referring to her domestic cat.

A recurring character in the comedy television series Little Britain is Liz (played by David Williams), a woman who bores everyone with the tale of being Mollie Sugden's bridesmaid. In one episode Liz and her husband Clive are in a restaurant and see the real Mollie Sugden (making a guest appearance in the series), but when Sugden denies knowing her, Liz puts a knife into her back.

(((((
Where are they now?

Send your nominations for “Where Are They Now?” to scott@bbcinsider.com
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BritCom LaughLinks

British Comedy Web Ring

http://v.webring.com/hub?ring=runamok


Nice site with links to indie web sites on various shows and items of interest to Britcom lovers.  From AYBS to Red Dwarf to Python, there are links to many favorites with bits and pieces of information to whet your appetite for more. 

Rating:
 3 out of 5 mouse clicks

British TV Heaven

http://www.tvheaven.ca/

 
An eclectic little site with links for all the Britcom mainstays.  Interesting factoids and information bits on some of the favorites.  Pics, trivia and other fun stuff can be found at this site.  Lots of links to other sites.  Definitely worth the visit.
Rating: 4 out of 5 mouse clicks

Ronnie Barker Biography

http://www.televisionheaven.co.uk/hisron.htm


In honor of a master, if you ever wanted to learn more about the dearly departed Ronnie Barker, this page is worth the trip.  A fairly complete history of this beloved actor’s accomplishments.
Rating:
 3 out of 5 mouse clicks

The British Sitcom Guide http://www.sitcom.co.uk/ 


Here’s a neat UK site with lots of resources and links on all British comedies.  Wish I had found it before now; and I have added it to my library of Web resources.  Take the time to check it out.

Rating: 4 out of 5 mouse clicks
Fawlty Towers Online

http://www.fawltytowersonline.com/ 

Well done fan appreciation site with all things Fawlty. Wish there was more information, but worth the look.  Also has links to other Fawlty Towers resources.

Rating: 3 out of 5 mouse clicks

Shop BBC America

http://www.bbcamerica.com/shop/shop.

A great stop to find the latest DVDs, Britcom collectibles and other information on favorite shows.  While it may be self-promoting to list it here, it is definitely worth checking out for upcoming releases and pre-orders.

Rating:
 5 out of 5 mouse clicks

(((((
News Briefs

Beloved Actor Ronnie Barker Passes 

For more than 20 years Ronnie Barker was one of the leading figures of British television comedy.
He was much loved and admired for his appearances in the long-running series The Two Ronnies, with Ronnie Corbett, as prison inmate Fletcher, in the series Porridge, and as Arkwright, the bumbling, stuttering, sex-obsessed shopkeeper in Open All Hours.

Born in Bedford in 1929, Barker went to school in Oxford, became an architecture student and even toyed with the idea of becoming a bank manager, the archetypal middle-class profession he would later parody so effectively in his comic sketches.

Ronnie Barker first worked with Ronnie Corbett in The Frost Report and Frost on Sunday, programs for which he also wrote scripts. In 1971 they teamed up for the first Two Ronnies.
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Barker was the inimitable Fletcher in Porridge


In all, there were a dozen series. At its peak, each week 17 million viewers watched what had become a national institution, and the show was also admired abroad.

The scripts relied on masterful wordplay and impeccable timing, and Barker wrote many of them.

Barker himself, however, was among many viewers who regarded his portrayal of Fletcher in Porridge as the best work he ever did. The series ended in 1977, and was followed by the less successful Going Straight, about Fletcher's return to civilian life.

Open All Hours, with David Jason, which ran for several series, was the work which Ronnie Barker probably enjoyed most. He also played - less successfully - a Welsh photographer in The Magnificent Evans and, later, a short-sighted removal man in Clarence.   He will be truly missed.

In the Pipeline From Across the Pond

Some Beeb lineups from the UK that may make their way west to the States in the future:

· The last new Two Ronnies material recorded before Ronnie Barker's death last month, as part of their repackaged BBC ONE Christmas special. 

· A two-hour Goodies special on BBC TWO in which Graeme Garden, Tim Brooke-Taylor and Bill Oddie 'blend documentary, archive, sitcom and audience participation' as they relive their Seventies heyday. 

· A BBC TWO documentary about Tony Hancock, made with his family’s co-operation which promises to 'challenge some of the best-known myths about the comic genius'. 

· An Arena film on writers Ray Galton and Alan Simpson, charting their work with Hancock, Frankie Howerd and creating Steptoe and Son. 

· Judi Dench and Geoffrey Palmer return for a reunion special of the 'heartwarming' BBC ONE sitcom As Time Goes By, more than three years after the series ended. 

· Three Men In A Boat, in which Griff Rhys-Jones, Rory McGrath and Dara O'Briain recreate the Thames journey of Jerome K Jerome's Victorian comic novel for BBC TWO. 

· Two Little Britain nights on BBC THREE in which David Williams and Matt Lucas introduce favorite episodes. 

· Seasonal specials from French & Saunders, Still Game, Green Green Grass (all BBC ONE); Catherine Tate (BBC TWO) and Ideal (BBC THREE)
(((((
Fawlty Towers Re-Visited (cont'd. from page 1)

Scales and Cleese then go through interesting background on how they developed the on-screen relationship that provided entertainment that was central to the series’ success. Layered into the discussion are humorous insights into Basil’s guest handling skills.

Central to the comedy was the role the British class system played in the characters and happenings inside Fawlty Towers.  Through this, we are treated to short interviews by various actors who made appearances as guests in the hotel during the series.  All relate how they didn’t measure up to Basil’s standard of a “higher class of clientele.”

Cleese relates the story about Gleneagles, a hotel and set of characters that inspired Fawlty Towers.  It is an amusing tale of how Pythonites stayed there, and were abused, by the proprietor in 1968.  ALL facets of the experience went into Cleese’s development of Basil Fawlty and Fawlty Towers.

The piece moves on to profile the impact the “staff” had on creating the Fawlty Towers experience.  Of obvious import was Andrew Sachs as Manuel.  Beyond the bombastic relationship with his wife Sybil, scenes with Manuel were highlights of the series’ comedic appeal.  Communications challenges and physical comedy served to create some of the series’ most memorable moments.  These are chronicled in this retrospective.

Connie Booth’s contribution to the series’ success in undeniable and paid homage in FTR – both as a co-writer and character (maid Polly Sherman).  Declining interviews for years, her grace and talent are well represented in FTR.  She was the only true “sane” member of the staff.

The cuisine, the ambience, the “rabble” that Basil considered his guests are all discussed in depth by the people who made them great.  This special is available only in the US and only through your local public television station.   Contact your station for information on the DVD and how to become a member in order to receive Fawlty Towers Revisited.

(((((
Totally Tea & Trivia (cont'd. from page 5)

· Tea isn’t just for drinking.  Cold, wet teabags placed over the eyes will help reduce puffiness and also relieve sunburn pain along with the itch from insect bites.  Warm teabags help relive the irritation of pinkeye.  Rinsing your hands with tea will eliminate food odors, especially fish.

· Want natural highlights and shine for light brown to blonde hair?  Brew a strong cup of chamomile tea, let cool until lukewarm, spritz in hair with a spray bottle and comb through.  Wait 20 minutes until it is dry and then shampoo and rinse.  Voila.

· And finally, what goes better with tea than professional wrestling?  As it turns out, famous wrestling star Steve Austin derived his nickname from his wife who had served him a cup of tea and urged him to drink it before it turned “stone cold.”

So there you have it folks, tea trivia and then some.  Many thanks to “Tidbits” and writer Audrey Cunningham for compiling many of these factoids from various publicly available sources.  Now, time for my Elevenses.

Postscripts
Thanks to all who continue to read and support The Insider through feedback and inquiries.  Here’s wishing you a safe, healthy and productive New Year.

As always, I hope we can continue promoting a two way dialog on the fascinating topic of British comedies.  Contact me by e-mail anytime at scott@bbcinsider.com.  Until the next issue, happy viewing!

Scott

(((((
[image: image13][image: image14][image: image15]



‘Fawlty Towers Re-Visited’


A Nice Stroll Down Memory Lane





Sorry for the heavy coverage of Fawlty Towers in this issue, but there has been a lot happening with the production of a well-done and nostalgic PBS retrospective called: Fawlty Towers: Revisited.  If you get overloaded, you can blame me; it is my “fawlty.” Ba dum dum.





With the obligatory pledge drives that come with PBS stations, a silver lining appeared this season with this entertaining retrospective on our favorite Torquay hideaway: Fawlty Towers.  Narrated by the charming and deft Andrew Sachs (Manuel from the series) FTR is a pleasant journey with scenes and original interviews from the actors that made it so great.  It is great to see them in good stead so many years later.





 �





After setting the stage, Sachs guides the program through scenes and interviews that provide insightful and engaging profiles of character development that went into the series.  Prunella Scales’ interview is simply delightful in this program.  The contrast between Scales the person, and Sybil the character, is striking.  She relates how she developed “the voice” and all things Sybil.





 (Continued on page 15)





Editor’s Chin-wag





Happy 2006 everyone!  We at the BBC Sales Company hope everyone had a safe holiday season and wish you a prosperous and happy New Year.





As we embark on a new year of examination, discussion and fun with our beloved British comedies, I again urge your participation in making this publication informative and entertaining for us all.  Please continue sending your thoughts, story ideas, requests, news bits and inquiries to our e-mail address at scott@bbcinsider.com.





As time goes by (no pun intended), we continue to see the passing of some our beloved actors that have provided so much laughter and entertainment over the decades.  I ask that you take a moment to remember that charming and affable Ronnie Barker, (see News Briefs) who we lost this past year.  A true contributor to the genre.








N. Scott Jones, Editor     


Chin-wag Part Deux





What DON’T you get when you cross a busy American executive and a very busy British actor, on location, in a trailer and filming My Hero?  You got it; you don’t connect for the interview between The Insider and James Dreyfus.  It’s been a challenge, but I have not given up on connecting, just not in this issue.





I haven’t seen any of the new episodes with Dreyfus in the lead role.  I have a morbid curiosity as to how it is playing.  If I can charm Julius Cain of the BBC Sales Company to lay hands on some of the new episodes, I will view them and give you my two cents.





I like James Dreyfus as an actor in BBC Britcoms – but filling the role of an established character is challenging, if not problematic.  My hope is it is going well.  Can’t wait to see for me own eyes.





I have to tell you, I really enjoyed Fawlty Towers Re-Visited.  The DVD is available only in the US.   Contact your local PBS station for information.  I must say, Andrew Sachs hosting of the piece was amazing.  In my opinion, one of the best jobs done in quite some time for apiece designed for PBS pledge breaks.  I was lucky to interview him last year when he was here in the States filming the piece.  A true gentleman in every sense of the word.  Job well done Andy.





Well, on to research the next issue.  Thanks to all who take the time to write and provide input.





N. Scott Jones, Editor


                          





The Insider welcomes all correspondence, story ideas and requests for contributed articles. Send letters via e-mail to Editor N. Scott Jones at scott@bbcinsider.com or by snail mail to: The Insider, c/o Hayley Ostrager, BBC Worldwide Americas, Sixth Floor 747   3rd Avenue, New York, NY. 10017 - 2803. All letters are assumed to be for publication unless marked otherwise.  The Insider reserves the right to edit letters for reasons of space or clarity. Let us know what you think! 





The Insider, copyright 1999 – 2006 by the BBC Sales Company. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without written permission. All photos and graphics used are rights free or copyrighted by the British Broadcasting Corporation.  Unless otherwise indicated, all material written by N. Scott Jones.  


News, Trivia & Naughty Bits 
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Going once, going twice…





For memorabilia buffs, some Britcom notables had their props, scripts and other noteworthy items auctioned for charity in the UK last month.  Some high-profile items commanded some hefty prices…





The � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/greatbigbid/bwybbc/" �Great Big Bid� continues in the lead up to � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/" �Children in Need� event in the UK. New comedy memorabilia was released for bidding.


You could have owned Dawn French's cassock from � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/comedy/vicarofdibley/" �The Vicar of Dibley� - a snip at over £500, just in time for Christmas. Also available from the show were three of Alice's costumes and Geraldine's crucifix earring/necklace set. 


But the highest bidding was for � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/comedy/guide/talent/c/corbett_ronnie.shtml" �Ronnie Corbett�'s chair from � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/comedy/guide/articles/t/tworonniesthe_7776575.shtml" �The Two Ronnies�, reported at £850. The chair, from which Ronnie delivered his weekly monologue on the show, is perfect for those less interested in 'stand-up' comedy.


Other items up for grabs were: scripts, props and costumes from � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/comedy/guide/articles/g/greengreengrassthe_999050907.shtml" �The Green, Green Grass�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/comedy/qi" �QI� signed scripts; and the 'Waldo the Wolf' Ventriloquist Puppet from � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/comedy/guide/articles/l/lastofthesummerw_7774090.shtml" �Last of Summer Wine�.


�





Editor’s Note: Posted by Emily on the Beeb Comedy Blog.  The BBC is not responsible for the content of  external websites. 
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Mollie Sugden as Mrs. Slocombe in the Britcom Are You Being Served?




















BritQuotient Answers!





What is the name of Janet’s parents’ dog in the series My Hero? 





*	In the same series, what super hero name did George’s cousin Arnie have before being “de-frocked” by the Ultron council for charging a fee to be rescued?  





In the episode where Janet and George look after her parents’ dog, George and he can communicate.  What does he think is the dog’s real name? 





Answers: 


Mr. Biggles


Polar Man


Malcolm





Submit your answers to scott@bbcinsider.com and read them here in the next issue of The Insider.
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